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I. Reading Section (15 marks)

Read these vacation postcards and answer the questions
Vacation postcards

Paula, 
I can’t believe my trip is over. I arrived in Egypt just two weeks ago! I was with a group from the university. We went to the desert to dig in some old ruins. I didn’t find anything, but I learned a lot. I’m tired, but I loved every minute of my trip.

Take care, Margaret

Hi Luis!

My Hawaiian vacation just ended, and I’m very relaxed! I spent my whole vacation at a spa in Koloa, Kauai. Every day for a week I exercised, did yoga, meditated, and ate vegetarian food. I also went swimming and snorkeling. I feel fantastic!

Love, Sue

Dear Michael, 

Alaska is terrific! I was just on a trip in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. There were six people on the trip. We hiked for ten days. Then we took rafts to the Arctic Ocean. I saw a lot of wildlife. Now, I’m going to Anchorage. 

See you in 3 weeks!

Kevin

Are these sentences True or False? (6 marks)
1. Margaret had a very relaxing vacation.

2. Margaret enjoyed her vacation.

3. Sue was in Hawaii for two weeks.

4. Sue did a lot of exercise.

5. Kevin spent his vacation alone.

6. Kevin’s vacation is over.

New Year’s Eve celebrations around the world

New Year's Eve is often celebrated at social gatherings, during which participants dance, eat, consume alcoholic beverages, and watch or light fireworks to mark the incoming year. The celebration of New Year's Eve generally extends through midnight of January 1.

Mexico
Mexicans celebrate New Year's Eve, Año Nuevo in Spanish, by eating a grape with each of the twelve chimes of the bell during the midnight countdown, while making a wish with each one. Mexican families decorate homes and parties, during New Year's, with colors such as red, for love, yellow to get a job, green to get money and white to have a good health. Another tradition is making a list of all the bad or sad events from the year; before midnight, you throw the list into a fire

Mexicans celebrate by having a late-night dinner with their families, turkey and mole. Those who want to party generally go out afterwards, to local parties or night clubs. 

Japan
The day is a preparation day to welcome toshigami, new year's god. Therefore, traditionally, people clean their home and prepare special things to welcome the god before New Year's Eve.

Buddhist temples ring their bells 108 times at midnight. This tradition is called joya no kane which means "bell rings on new year eve's night." 

A popular TV show on New Year's Eve in Japan is Red and White Year-end Song Festival. Kōhaku Uta Gassen is a 60-year-old tradition that is a singing contest between male and female teams of celebrity singers.

Brazil

Brazilians traditionally have a copious meal with family or friends at home, in restaurants or private clubs, and consume alcoholic drinks. They usually dress in white, to bring good luck into the new year. Fireworks and eating grapes are some of the customs of the holiday.

The beach at Copacabana in Rio de Janeiro is the location of one of the best fireworks shows in the world at New Year.

The city of São Paulo also has a famous event: the Saint Silvester Marathon, which traverses streets between Paulista Avenue and the downtown area.

In other regions, there are big parties with fireworks and live music shows which attracts more than one million people in recent years

Adapted from www.wikipedia.org
According to the article, in which country or countries, people… (5 marks)
7. Prepare something special to welcome the new year’s god.

8. Go to the beach to welcome the new year.

9. Eat twelve grapes.

10. Go to clubs or restaurants with friends.

11. Watch a singing contest on TV.

Answer the following questions. (4 marks)
12. Why do Mexicans put red and yellow and decorations on New Year’s Eve?

13. What does “white” mean for Brazilians in New Year’s Eve?

14. What are two traditions Japanese do on New Year’s Eve? (2 marks)
II. Use of English Section (20 marks)

Tick the correct sentences. Correct the wrong ones (6 marks).
15. What time the film starts?

16. Our English classes are usually interesting.

17. What do your parents do every evening?

18. I often am at home for dinner.

19. Our cat sleeps always in my room.

20. You bring your books every class?

Read the description and write the correct place. (5 marks)

21. In this place you can take an airplane.

22. In this place you can buy vegetables and fruit.

23. Sick people are taken to this place.

24. There are many trees and animals here.

25. You can have cows and horses here.

Write the opposites of the adjectives (3 marks)

26. Dangerous

27. Expensive

28. Noisy

29. Terrible

30. Interesting

31. Clean

Complete the paragraph. Use the past simple form of the verbs. (4 marks)

My aunt and uncle (32) _________ (come) to our city for a visit last weekend. They (33) ______________ (not stay) at our flat – they (34) _____________ (stay) in a hotel in the centre of the town. Their room (35) __________ (be) nice, but my aunt (36) ______________ (not like) the food. They (37) ___________ (visit) us on Saturday and we talked for a long time. In the evening, my uncle and I (38) _____________ (go) to the stadium to watch a football game. It (39) ____________ (be) a great weekend!
Complete these sentences with your own ideas. Use a verb in your answers (2 marks).

40. I’m interested in……………

41. I would like to …………………

42. I want to ………………….

43. I love ……………………..

III. Listening Section (15 marks)

A. What’s your last name again?

Choose the correct answer (7 marks).

Conversation One:

44. What’s Joe’s last name?

a. Miller

b. Miler

c. Milir

45. Where’s he from?

a. The UK

b. The US

c. Ecuador

Conversation Two:

46. What’s her first name?

a. Ellen


b. Ellena

c. Elena

47. Where’s she from?

a. Chile

b. Mexico

48. What’s she studying?

a. Engineering

b. English

c. Maths

Conversation Three:

49. Where’s Ming-Ho now?


a. At home in Korea
b. in England

c. In the US

50. What’s he doing in Korea?

a. working

c. relaxing

c. studying

B. Sonia is talking to Martin about her family

Decide if these sentences are True or False (8 marks)

51. Sonia has 5 brothers and sisters.

52. Sonia is the oldest.

53. Sally’s birthday was last week.

54. Vivian is older than Sally.

55. Roger is 8 years old.

56. Frank is 5 years old.

57. Deborah is 18.

58. Deborah is going to start working next semester
IV. Writing Section (15 marks)

Question one: Write an email to a friend telling him/her about interesting things you did recently.

Question two: Write an email to a friend, inviting him/her to a special event (a meal, a concert, a sports event, etc)

Question three: Imagine you are looking after a friend’s flat in a different city. Write a postcard to your family describing it.
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